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August 27, 2002 
CHARLESTON - As this year's cadets take their positions of command in Eastern Illinois 
University's Army ROTC unit this week, they will do so in the presence of one of Illinois' top military 
officers. 
Brigadier General Charles E. Fleming, Assistant Adjutant General- Army, will attend the 
activation ceremony in which the "mantle of leadership is passed from cadre to cadets," said EIU's Maj. 
Mark Richards. 
The event, scheduled to begin at 4:50 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 29, on the university's North Quad 
(located just south of Old Main), will be open to the public. In case of rain, the ceremony will be moved to 
McAfee Gymnasium. 
Gen. Fleming serves as the principal assistant to the state's Adjutant General in all matters 
pertaining to the supervision and management of the Illinois Department of Military Affairs and the Illinois 
Army National Guard, which consists of 10,200 citizen soldiers. He is responsible for the Army Guard's 
overall readiness, operation, training, maintenance and logistical support, and for the management, 
welfare, morale, discipline and safety of its members. 
While in attendance, Fleming also will present the Bronze Star medal to Maj. David A. John, a 
recent addition to Eastern's ROTC faculty, for "exceptionally meritorious service" in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 
John, a member of the 5th Special Forces Group (Airborne), served in Afghanistan Oct. 8, 2001, 
through Feb. 15, 2002. Serving as the senior communications officer, it became his duty to transform a 
sandy, deserted, ���rtfe)ad-infested Russian air base into the operation's first secured communications 
base, serving all military special forces operations. 
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"It was the epitome of my career," John said. "It was there that I put into practice all those things 
an officer learns throughout his career." 
In addition, Thursday's ceremony will recognize EIU cadets who, this summer, successfully 
completed the Leadership Training Course at Ft. Knox, Ky.; the National Advance Leadership Camp at Ft. 
Lewis, Wash.; and Airborne School at Ft. Benning, Ga. 
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